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Clerkenwell, 2.9 in St. George-in-the-East and in Shoreditch, 3.0 in
Fulham, 3.1 in Whitechapel, 3.9 in Mile End Old Town, 4.1 in
Bethnal Green, and 4.8 in Stepney. In the east districts the
zymotic death-rate last quarter averaged 3.0 per 1,000, or exactly
double that which prevailed in the rest of London. Compared
with the preceding quarter, the fatality of measles, scarlet fever,
dliphtheria, and whooping-cough showed a marked increase.
Only one death from small-pox was recorded in London during

the fourth quarter of this year. This fatal case belonged to Lam-
beth sanitary area. This was the only death from small-pox in
London during the whole of 1889. No small-pox patients were
under treatment in any of the MIetropolitan Asylums Hospitals at
the end of December, and only one was admitted during the last
three months of the year. Mleasles showed the highest propor-
tional fatality in St. Luke's, Whitechapel, Clerkenwell, Bethnal
Green, Stepney, and Mile End Old Town; scarlet fever in Shore-
ditch, Fulham, and Mlile End Old Town; diphtheria in Holborn,
Mile End Old Town, Stepney, Shoreditch, St. George-in-the-East,
and Bethnal Green; whooping-cough in Hammersmith, Chelsea,
Fulham, Lambeth, Stepney, and Bethnal Green; and enteric fever
in Stepney and Newington.

Infant mortality in London last quarter, measured by the pro-
portion of deaths under one year of age to births registered, was
equal to 137 per 1,000, against an average rate of 142 in the corre-
sponding periods of the five preceding years, 1884-88. Among the
various sanitary districts the rates of infant mortality were lowest
in Wandsworth, Hackney, B3attersea, St. Saviour Southwark, Ken-
sington, and St. Olave Southwark; while they ranged upwards in
the other districts to 164 in St. George Southwark and in Stepney,
165 in Holborn, 169 in Woolwich, 170 in St. George-in-the-East,
209 in Strand, and 281 in St. MIartin-in-the-Fields.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday, January 11th. 6,334 births and 5,235 deaths
were registered in twenty-eight of the largest English towns, including London,
which have an estimated population of 9,715,559 persons. The annual rate of
mortality in these towns, which had been 21.9 and 25.2 per 1,000 in the two pre-
ceding weeks, further rose to 28.1 during the week under notice, nearly the
whole of this increase being attributable to the high death-rate in London. The
rates in the several townis ranged from 17.4 in Birkenhead, 18.1 in Brighton,
19.1 in Halifax, and 19.4 in Nottingham and in Wolverhampton to 29.0 in
Leeds, 30.4 in Plymouith, 32.4 in London, and 33.8 in Manchester. In the
twenty-seven provincial towns the mean death-rate was only 24.5 per 1,000,
while in London, as before stated, it was as high as 32.4, and exceeded that
recorded in any week since February, 1882. The 5,235 deaths registered during
the week under notice in the twenty-eight towns included 396 which were
referred to the principal zymotic diseases, against 573 and 423 in the two pre-
ceding weeks; of these, 177 resulted from whooping-cossgh, 55 from measles, 49
from scarlet fever, 40 from diphtlse-ia, 39 from "fever " (principally enteric),
36 from diarrhxta, and not one from small-pox. These 296 deaths were equal
to an annual rate of 2.1 per 1,000; in London the zymotic death-rate was
equal to 2.4, while it averaged 1.9 per 1,000 in the twenty-seven provincial
towns, and ranged from 0.0 in Birkenhead, in Halifax, and in Cardiff, and 0.3
in Leicester to 3.3 in Liverpool. 3.8 in Norwich and in Bristol. andl 4.0 in Ply-
mouth. Measles showed the Iiighest proportional fatality in Norwich; scarlet
fever in Plymouith; whooping-cosigh in Portsmouth, Liverpool, London, Wol-
verhamptosl, Hull, Bolton. and Bristol; and "fever" in Huddersfield. No
fatal case of small-pox was recorded dturing the week, either in London or in
any of the twenty-seven provincial towns, and onily one small-pox patient, was
under freatment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals on Saturday, Janu-
ary 11th. These hospitals contained 1.434 scarlet fever patients on thle' same
date, against 1,541 and 1,509 in the two preceding weeks; 65 cases were ad-
mitted during the week, against 97 and 115. in the two previous weeks. The
death-rate from diseases of the respiratory organs in London was equal to
12.6 per 1,000, and was almost double the average.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
IN the eight principal Scotch towns, 900 births and 750 deaths were registered
during the week ending Satuirday, Januiary 11th. The annual rate of mor-
tality in these towns, which had been 21.6 andl 26.5 per 1,000 in the two preced-
ing weeks, further rose to 29.0 during the week under notice, and exceeded
by 0.9 per 1.000 the mean rate during the same period in the twenty-eight
large English towns. Among these Scotch towns the lowest rates were re-
corded in Greenock and Aberdeen, and the higlsest in Glasgow and Edin-
burgh. The 750 deaths in these towns during the week uinder notice included
92 which were referred to the principal zymotic diseases, equial to an annual
rate of 3.6 per 1,000. which exceeded by 1.5 the mean rate during the same
period in the twenty-eight large English towns. Among these Scotch towns
the highest zymotic (leath-death-rates were recorded in Greenock, Leith, and
Edinburgh. The 330 deaths registered during the week in Glasgow included
14 from measles, 10 from whooping-cough, and 3 from diphtheria. Twenty-
three fatal cases of measles, 6 of " fever," and 4 of diphtheria were recorded
in Edinburgh, and 3 deaths were referred to diphtheria in Greenock. The
death-rate from diseases of the respiratory organs in these towns durina the
week under notice was equal to 8.9 per 1,000, against 12.6 in London.

HEXLTH OF IRISH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday. January 11th, the deaths registered in the
sixteen principal town districts of Ireland were equal to an annual rate of 33.7
per 1,000. The lowvest rates were recorded in Armagh and Dundalk, and the
highest in Wexford and Dublin. The death-rate from the principal zymotic
diseases averaged 4.5 per 1,000. As many as 299 deaths were registered in Dublin

during the week under notice, equal to an annual rate of 44.2 per 1,000 (against
24.5 and 34.9 in the two p*eceding weeks), the rate for the same period being
32.4 in London and 33.5 in Edinburgh. These 299 deaths included 20 which
resulted from the principal zymotic diseases (equal to an annual rate of 3.0 per
1,000), of which 7 were referred to measles, 6 to whooping-cough, and 4 to
different forms of " fever."

RESIDENT AND NON-RESIDENT POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS.
INVESTIGATOR writes as follows: Three medical men are resident in a district,
yet a medical man resident outside has been appointed district medical
officer. The appoinitment has been sanctione(d by the Local Government
Board, in violation of the order of May 25th, 1857, which says this shall only
be done when necessary. In this case it is not necessary, and it is dishonest
of the Local Government Board to irnduce men to reside in the district by
making such an order, and then to deprive them of the remuneration they
reasonably expect. I now claim the assistance of the profession to get this
inJustice rectified, or to show me how the Local Government Board cap' be
compelled to do their duty, or to point out-wllat is quite possible-that the
opinion I hold is inicorrect.
*** It appears to us to be quite contrary to the spirit of the order issued

by the Local Government Board for the guardianis to appoint a non-residesat
district medical officer if any others fully qualitied reside in the district and
apply for the appointment when vacanit. We do not, however, consider the
guardians-would be justified in determining the appointment of a non-resident
simply because a freslh resident came to the district and applied for it, as, if
such action became general, any noni-resident medical officer miglht at any
time be deprived of hiis appointmenit without any fault of his own.

OB I TUARY.
DEPUTY SURGEON-GENERAL JA-MES KIRKPATRICK, M.D.

THE death is announced of Deputy Surgeon-General James Kirk-
patrick, M.D., of the Madras Medical Service. He received his
medical education in Edinburgh, and, af' er obtaining his degree
there, continued his studies in Paris. In 1842 he entered the
Madras Medical Service, and served for some years with the 4th
Madras Light Cavalry and other regiments. Subsequently he
received a civil medical appointment in the Mysore Commission,
and for many years was senior medical officer to the Commission.
He was well known in that part of India as a skilful surgeon, a
kind and successful general practitioner.
On his retiring after thirty years' service, he settled in Edin-

burgh. In the late discussions on the Military Medical Services
he was much interested, and took an active part in promoting a
memorial on the subject from the retired medical officers of the
services resident in Edinburgh.
On December 28tb, while on a journey from Edinburgh to

Hamilton, he was taken ill in the train, and, after a few days'
illness, died at Hamilton on January 3rd.

JOHN SHARMIAN, M.R.C.S.ENG., L.S.A.LoND.
WE have to announce the decease of MIr. John Sharman, who died
on January 6th at Gipsy Road, West Norwood, at the age of 56
years. He had been in practice for more than thirty years in that
district, and his loss will be greatly mourned by a large circle of
friends. He had been in ill-health for many years. Mr. Sharman,
who was a student at the London Hospital, was House-Surgeon
and Demonstrator of Anatomy there, and House-Surgeon to St.
Mark's Hospital for Fistula, Lecturer on Anatomy at Grosvenor
Place School of Medicine, Assistant Surgeon to Abersychan Iron-
works, Surgeon to the Finsbury Dispensary, Surgeon to the Nor-
wood Cottage Hospital, Medical Officer to Lambeth Schools and
district at Norwood and public vaccinator, and medical officer to
numerous societies. He is succeeded in his practice by his son,
Mr. J. Schutze Sharman.

DEPUTY SURGEON-GENERAL C. E. SMITH, M.D., NI.R.C.S., L.S.A.
THE death occurred last week, after a brief illness, of Dr. Charles
E. Smith, Deputy Surgeon-General, retired. The deceased, who
was attached to the 10th Hussars, had just completed his 53rd
year. He became Assistant-Surgeon in the army on April 20th,
1859; Surgeon, March 1st, 1873; Surgeon-Major, July 11th, 1874;
and when he was placed on the retired list on Miay 30th, 1885, he
had attained the rank of Brigade-Surgeon with the honorary rank
of Deputy Surgeon-General. After his withdrawal from the ser-
vice he entered into partnership with a surgeon of Worthing, and
was also one of the honorary medical officers of the local in-
firmary.


